Nonreactor, Nonrepository
Disposal of Excess
Weapons Plutonium:
Technical Issues
INTRODUCTION
Chapter 6 describes a variety of options for dealing with long-term disposition of weapons plutonium. The options involving nuclear reactors, accelerator-driven subcritical assemblies, and reactor wastes are described in more detail in the report of the Panel on Reactor-Related Options for the Disposition of Excess Weapons Plutonium.1 This appendix offers additional detail on the disposal options not covered in that report, including:
•   disposal in deep boreholes;
•   sub-seabed disposal;
•   ocean dilution;
•   space disposal; and
•   underground nuclear explosions.
Consistent with the discussion in Chapter 6, options should:
1 Management and Disposition of Excess Weapons Plutonium: Report of the Panel on Reactor-ort for use of plutonium fuels in U.S. reactors then in progress was terminated. Later, Congress terminated the Clinch River breeder reactor program as well, although research on advanced fast reactors has continued.
